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A New Project in Brimfield

Writing an article such as this one is enjoyableng
mostly because it has a happy ending. While wrjting
know that these are not just words on a page...coaten
IS a tangible thing — | can touch this, | can $e€olors
transforming, and can even taste the edible ptantsng
there.

Earlier this year, two dear people I've come towkrgince
forming the land trust decided to finalize theamplto do-
nate a conservation restriction on their propest®pacum
Land Trust. They’'ve mulled it over for awhile -enf years
in fact - talked to an estate planner/tax attormeyted for
the right time, and now, it's happening.

John Worrell & Linda Ammons own a 17-acre parcel on
Wales Road (Route 19) in Brimfield. Their propdrgcks
to a 350-acre parcel which is part of BrimfieldtStRorest,
and another 135 acres of State Forest propertadiesss
the street. The land on which they are placingQbeser-

vation Restriction, or CR, has enough road frontaupk
acreage for at least two building lots.

While most people rightly see the dollar signshieitt land,
John & Linda see something a bit different. They the
land they have loved and cared for being put intagree-
ment that will permanently prohibit developmentiudt
land. That is what a CR is and does- it is a flexibol
which enables landowners who cherish their propgersee
now, and into the future, that the land will remaee from
man-made changes. They can sell this propertytivith
conservation restriction. It remains in effect @mforced by
Opacum.

At John & Linda’s place, there are birdhouses mphs-
ture, a garden in the backyard where they grow teddyes,
strawberries and rhubarb (they make a mean strayvber
rhubarb cobbler), wildflowers that they pick foethtable,
plants from which they forage and they enjoy pastime

Continued on page 4...

What is an Invasive Species?

Oriental bittersweet is a vine with
bright yellow & orange berries.

nvasive species take over an entire
niche, replacing the variety of native

ple, Common Ree(Phragmities commu-

ing not only other plants but altering the

these species.

Invasive plants come from other countries
other ecosystems. They leave behind the
pests, diseases and the extreme conditior
that limit their spread and keep their popu

lations in check. Black locugRobinia

pseudoacacials native in the mid-west,

but spreads uncontrollably along roadsidesut when those caterpillars hatch, they find

and into woodlands in the east. Japanese
species that used to occupy the same Knotweed(Polygonum cuspidatunyas

space. Invasive species reduce the amoui brought to the northeast because its

of diversity we find in an area. For exam- tender shoots were said to taste

like asparagus. It now covers

nis) can start at the edge of a wetland and acres, spreading quickly by a

eventually fill in the entire habitat, exclud- rhizomotous root system. It

spreads most readily and

habitat for birds and fish by reducing, ther causes the most biological

eliminating, the amount of open water for damage by covering acres of

riparian or river-front habitats.

Garlic mustardAlliaria petio-

lata) grows on roadsides and in

woodland areas. It can cover the

forest floor. The worst trait of this

species is that it resembles the

host plant for a native butterfly. The but-
terfly lays its eggs on the garlic mustard,

the plant inedible and die.

Controlling invasive species is
difficult and daunting. Most of
them require diligence and per-
sistence. Control of Japanese
knotweed requires cutting 4 times
a year over successive years, then
treating with an herbicide in August
and September over successive years
until the plant (hopefully) dies. Oriental
bitterswee{Celastrus orbiculatusyrows
so fast that it is difficult to contain. Re-
peated cutting and treating cut stems with
herbicide and yearly monitoring for
new seedlings is the only way to

Phragmities Continued on page 5...



What Has The Land Trust Been Up To?

Editor’'s Note: Carol Childress is the volunteer pigent of Opacum Land Trust, and although she ehendkeep as a real estate ap-
praiser, her energy and passion for conservatiom sgcond to none. While this section is typidélgd President’s Message, after
reading Carol's most recent message, | feel thattbadline above is more fitting. -JO

| begin this message as | do so many conversatibes
someone asks, “So, Carol, what’s the land trush logeto?”

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, we were able to trédae in-
vasive, non-native plants (Barberry, Glossy Bucktho
Multiflora Rose & Bittersweet) that had taken otlee old

Midway through our 6" year, we
now own & manage 411 acres in
Hampden & Worcester Counties.
Toward that end, Opacum has spent
less than $100,000 in acquisition
costs. Most of the land has been do-
nated or bargain-sold to Opacum,
and we have experienced some very
successful partnerships: with The
Nature Conservancy, Trustees of the
Claire Birtz Estate, and the Town of
Sturbridge along with the Mass. Dept
of Fish & Game. In retrospect, most

pasture and adjacent wetland at The
Thompson Property. This area looks
different now, and with proper stew-
ardship will become a healthy, habi-
tat for wildlife.

The signage for the trailhead kiosk
at Opacum Woods in Sturbridgeis
finished. John Cloutier of Globe Sign
Company in Southbridge has done a
superb job with our signs. Go check
them out! He completed installation
of the kiosk at Opacum Woods —

of the property we now own had
been considered part of a develop-

John Cloutier & the new kiosk at Opacum Woo

there are now brochures to take with
%u on your hike, a trail map, Rules

ment plan at some point. Had Opacum not enteregith
ture, it is very clear that all of this land wouldve been
developed eventually. With changes in the peramtatates
and wetlands regulations, coupled with modificagiomthe
Massachusetts Endangered Species Act, there ischo s
thing as land that is “not develop-

& Regulations and an introduction to Opacum LanaisTr
Many thanks go to the Fields Pond Foundation amdhou
merous supporters for matching funds to make theaati-
ful signs possible. And thanks John, for donatimg of
your beautiful signs to Opacum!

A gate was installed on our access

able”. Nothing is sacred anymore.

So | tell my listener that while we
are waiting for signature pages on
our next project, which happens tag
be in Brimfield, “We’'ve been man-
aging our properties,”

There is now a beautiful sign and
a kiosk with maps & brochures at
the Thompson Family “Forever
Wild” Preserve in Southbridge.
The donors, the Thompson Family,

road to Opacum Woodsin an effort

to discourage illegal ATV activity.

In addition, we have almost the en-
tire perimeter of Opacum Woods
marked with our 3"x3"” metal

Opacum boundary signs. We monitor
our property lines throughout the
year at all of our properties, and with
assistance from our generous attor-
ney Michael Sweet, Opacum is in the
process of settling two encroachment

are very pleased. Our volunteers dighacum members (left to right): John Wojdak, Pete

issues with abutters.

a magnificent job to make the propSlosek, Larry Lowenthal, Tom Ayau and Scott BeOn Tipton Rock Road, volunteers
erty more presentable and accessij#oit work on the Trailhead on Tipton Rock Road. have made a parking area for two

ble. The Massachusetts Environ-
mental Trust** approved our request to redirecO$8,in
grant funds, and coupled with a $1,831.31 gramhftioe

*The Massachusetts Environmental Trust sells eminental
license plates with whales, trout and even the lIBlmne Valley
Mill on them- everyone should have one. The platesavailable
at theRegistry of Motor Vehiclescost $76 which includes a $40
tax deductible donation that goes to the Trustr&lea renewal
fee of $81 every two years. Check out the good tegt
www.massenvironmentaltrust.org

cars at the_Claire Birtz Wildlife
Sanctuary in Southbridge. It is almost done and just
needs some trap rock or woodchips to smooth oeeetth
trance. The trail is under construction, and whemplete it
will be a two-mile loop through the interior of tpheoperty
with views of beautiful rock falls, beech tree stanand, of
course, the 40-acre Morse Pond shoreline. Ms. Biotizld
have been proud of the accomplishments of the peopl
charge of her estate: Scott Benoit, Mary Liro ajayA.a-
Rochelle, and equally impressed with the people e




volunteered their time to make the sanctuary atye&lor
most of you, she touched your lives and you've giack.
Ms. Birtz has left an outstanding legacy. We haaeived
approvals from the Southbridge Conserva-

Bird Walks, Stone Walls, Wild Edibles, Vernal Podts-
tate Planning....you name it -have you any ideasi$Gr

I have to nudge my polite listener and coax hiro jpdying

tion Commission to open a parking areajon
Route 169 for direct access to Morse Pond
for canoes and kayaks. We hope to have
that accomplished by the end of the year,
howeverwe must raise $1,500 to remove
a section of guardrail on Route 169.

My listener’s eyes are beginning to glaze
over, but he asked the question, so | cor
tinue, “and that’s not all,”

The Open Space & Recreation Plan in
East Brookfield is complete The Master
Plan, for which Opacum raised $15,000,
recently took a pleasantly surprising turn.
The residents of East Brookfield, at their
annual town meeting, voted to fund the
entire remaining cost of the Master Plan

attention with a promise of lunch...

My point is, it is not just about acquiring
the land. Itis also very much about taking
care of it and making it available so people
can enrich their lives and reconnect with
nature whenever possible, now and in the
future. It's nice now, but what will it be in
20 years? Beautiful conservation land, or a
tangle of bittersweet (nasty viney stuff),
barberry and multiflora rose (both thorny,
prickly, and unpleasant)? This is hard
work, it's time-consuming and expensive,
but it’s part of our mission and Opacum
will see it through.

| quote Scott Russell Sanders from his
chapter in the book, The Story Handbook;
Language and Storytelling for Land Con-

This allowed Opacum the opportunity to

The new sign makes the Thompson servationists: A man or woman who ven-

redirect the grant funds to invasive speci@¢amily Forever Wild Preserve easy t@res outside their human bubble and pays

removal on the Thompson property, menfind on Eastford Road. The sign,
along with the one at Opacum Wood
were donated by John Cloutier, of
Globe Sign Co. in Southbridge.

tioned here previously.

Opacum Land Trust assisted in the ac-
quisition of 826 acres of Old Sturbridge

attention to a given landscape season after
Season, year after year, may eventually
become a true inhabitant of that place, tak-
ing it in through every doorway of the

Village land, now owned by the Town of Sturbridge with a body, bearing it steadily in heart and mind. Origge who

Conservation Easement held by the Dept of Fish &&a
Opacum paid $4,500 to the Town of Sturbridge tovtaed
cost of title searches on the OSV lands, which reililenish
the Town's Lucent Gift Funds for use on future landui-
sition costs. Opacum Land Trust was then reimbuttsed
entire $4,500 by the Dept of Fish & Game. Ours aasry
small part of that very large and meaningful adtjois for
the Town, and we were thrilled to be able to assi¢h
Sturbridge and Dept of Fish & Game.

Opacum continues to try and present creative prognas
for educational and membership-building purposes:
Owl Prowls, Spelunking High Rocks in East Brooldiel

achieve such bone-deep familiarity with a placeldely
to care for it as they would care for their childrer par-
ents or lovers. If we aim to nurture a practicecohserva-
tion, we need to cultivate this intimacy with landur-
selves, and we need to foster it in others. Evemyrounity,
every watershed, needs people who feel resporisitiieat
place, who know its human and natural history, wheak
resolutely on its behalf.

As | let go of my listener’s ear, | wonder if hesrry for
asking...then he smiles, and hands me a check.

e

New Conservation Incentives for Landowners, Farmerand Ranchers Passed by Congress

RECENTLY PASSED LEGISLATION OFFERS THE FOLLOW- .

ING NEW LAND CONSERVATION TAX BENEFITS FOR

LANDOWNERS, ESPECIALLY FARMERS AND RANCHERS:
Raises the deduction a donor can take for donaticanserva-
tion easement from 30% of their adjusted grossnreo any
year, to 50%.
Allows qualifying farmers and ranchers to deductaip00%
of their income, provided the land remains avaddbl agri-
culture production.

Increases the number of years over which a dornotatee
deductions from 5 years, to 15 years.

Only applies to easements donated in 2006-200dimgy
bargain sales.

These tax benefits, the most sweeping changesseceation
tax law in two decades, offer an unprecedented ppity to
conserve the lands we cherish and preserve Ametiealitional
land uses. For additional information about thggdkation, con-
servation easements or land trusts, please visit.\tavorg.



We Couldn’t

Thanks to volunteers who hand pulled the in-
vasive species from the wetland at the Thom
son Family Forever Wild Preserve:

Louise Piggott, Scott Benoit, Carol Cornac-
chioli and Carol Childress. And thanks to
Dennis Panu, Arborist, for donating his time
and energy toward this project.

It's been awhile, but 2006 was our best Plant
Sale yet! Thank you to all who came out on
that lovely day to shop, we hope your plants
are thriving! And much gratitude to Twilight
Stone Nursery, Leslie Duthie, Carol Ehrling,
and Evelyn Duthie, as well as Melissa Dame
Kim Defoe, Sue Reilly, Jen Ohop, Jenn Mor-
rison, Carol Childress, Al Smith, Jeff Wo-
jtowicz and Vinny Normand for selling, grow-
ing, and trucking that day. Get ready for nex
year!

Have Done it Without Youl!

p_

THANKS FOR A SUPER-DUPER EFFORT!
To volunteers from the Bement Camp & Conferencet&en Charlton for
helping to build our trailhead and loop trail oryJi8th at the Claire Birtz
Wildlife Sanctuary in Southbridge. Also, thanksQpacum members John
Wojdak, Pete Slosek, Larry Lowenthal, Tom Ayau, tSBenoit, Pat Morri-
tson and Evelyn Petrelli for their hard work and eoaitted volunteerism cre-
ating trails and the trailhead at the Birtz Sangtua

A special Thank You goes out to Mr. Robert

Carpenter, of Monson. Mr. Carpenter recent
donated a number of old books on birds to bg
sold to benefit Opacum Land Trust. Many ar
first-edition, and are in great shape. If you al
interested in a list of these books, or would

y . .

> Do You Live in Monson?
e he Community Preservation Act, or CPA, will betbe ballot November 7,
@2006. CPA provides a source of needed fundinglp preserve Monson’s
character and quality of life. It is designed &dpghcommunities plan for sust
tainable growth. Monson CPA contributions comarfra small surcharge g

>

like to see them, please contact Jen Ohop,

info@opacumit.org. e i

2

property taxes and the fact that Monson CPA coutiidins are matched by
the state DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR makes it an extraordjndeal. Visit
www.monsoncpa.org for more details, and vote ye<PA!

Brimfield, Continued from page 1...

on their quiet woodland trails. One cannot undérege
the power of a person’s connection to the lande&sfly
those who have dug into it with their hands, haegs
their food from it, and drank from its freshwateriags.
This connection is what drives landowners to cagrside
option of conservation instead of selling it fovdmp-
ment.

The property falls within the Massachusetts Nattiei-
tage & Endangered Species Program’s BioMap Core
Habitat. This is significant because it will progitbr-
ested habitat in the long term for rare and comsym?
cies of plants and animals that live in the Quingpd/a-
tershed. The area serves as upland habitat fospaaes

of amphibians and reptiles which shall remain nasel..

there is no doubt that this area is ecologicatiyigicant.

By accepting this conservation restriction, Opacnoe
again has a chance to make a positive contribtd@on-
servation, people and wildlife habitat. Though latreely

small parcel, it has huge impact on many levelige- s
doesn’t matter, it's an important piece of landlegb
cally, and it has deep meaning to John & Linda.

Our agreement with John & Linda provides that Opacu
must raise the stewardship money necessary to amgint
insure, watch over, and, if need be, defend thpepitg.
This is our fundraising challenge to our supportershe
last quarter of 2006, and we are thrilled to be ablbring
it to all of you: Opacum must raise $5,000 by Decem-
ber 31, 2006. Please send your check, payable to
Opacum Land Trust, POB 233, Sturbridge, MA

01566. Be sure to earmark your check for the
“Brimfield CR".

Thank you, John & Linda, for such a generous donati
Collectively, we should thank all landowners who€o
sider conservation as an option. And here liehdppy
ending.



State Legislative Review

This past summer saw the State Legislature non-profits to further the arts, sciences, and
pass the fiscal year 2007 state budget on June humanities.
30th. The Governor, in his ten day review, Romney signed into law the expedited pe
made his vetoes, reductions, and amendments mitting bill, which restricts proper review and
He then sent it back to the legislature for over- public input. A section of this bill, however,
riding gubernatorial vetoes prior to adjourn-  allows holders of conservation restrictions
ment from formal sessions on July 31st. (such as land trusts) to recover legal costs fr

One of Governor Romney's vetoed items  |Jandowners who have violated the conservat
was the $400,000 expenditure for the Geo- restriction.

graphic Information System Office at the Ex- Several other conservation bills died in th
ecutive Office of Environmental Affairs. How-
ever, this was restored when the House and  setts Ocean Act, the Article 97 No-Net Loss
Senate exercised their 2/3's veto override after pill, the Chapter 61, 61A&B reform bill, and
hearing from many of their constituents. This
was an important override, as it restored the  tives Act. In addition, a House-Senate Confe
purchase of a state-of-the-art land use analysis ence Committee did not bring forward any pr
tool that will enhance statewide aerial photog- posals to reform the state surplus land dispo
raphy. This will enable us to better understand tion process. All these bills and proposals wil
state land use patternBor more information have to be re-filed when the 2007-2008 legis|

about the use of Geographic Information Sys- tive session begins on January 3, 2007 with thH "

tems, or GIS, visit MassGIS at http://mass.gov/ 185th sitting of the Massachusetts General
mgis/ Court. The only legislative action for the re-

Even though less than one per cent of the  mainder of the year will be conducted in infof
$25.7 billion state budget was allocated for mal sessions unless there is an emergency s

environmental spending, most cultural and en- sjon. Most of the State Legislature will be conf-

vironmental programs saw, on average, aten centrating on the getting itself elected on No-
per cent increase over last year. The Massacht yember 7, 2006

setts Cultural Council received a seventeen pe Please register & vote!
cent increase in funding to provide grants to

Invasive Species from page 1"'stop it. Japanese barbe(Berberis thunbergiijs easily dug,
but the plant has sharp thorns that make it difficuhandle. However, systematic and diligent
removal of these plants is our key to preservimgdiversity of life in our area.

You can help control invasive species by removivent from your own lawn, landscape, or woo
lands. You can volunteer with a local trail commettor land trust as they work to remove invasi
plants from a site. Learn which plants are invasind encourage your friends and neighbors to
avoid planting these species. Invasive plants atisact invasive bird species — particularly Ertgli
Sparrows, a bird that is taking habitat away fram mative cavity nesters. The berries of most in
vasive plant species do not provide good food figratory birds; we call it “Twinkies for birds”.

Not all plant species brought from other counteesinvasive. Some are important additions to
gardens because they provide beauty and variggyotily those species whose seeds are carrie
into natural areas by wildlife and then displaaggdapopulations of native plants that we must be
concerned with. As of January 2006 IPANE (InvagiNant Atlas of New England) along with Th
Department of Agricultural Resources was able ttha importation and sale of more than 140
plants identified as either noxious and/or invasivthe Commonwealth. This action makes it ille
gal to propagate of import any species deemedvasive. A list of these species can be found b
typing “Massachusetts Prohibited Plant List” intiuy search engine.

Leslie Duthie is the horticulturalist at the Nore®Wildlife Sanctuary, and lives in Monson whele

she chairs the local conservation commission armliisently working on passing the Community
Preservation Act in Monson this November. For minfermation , visit www.monsoncpa.org

last hours before adjournment: the Massach-

the Massachusetts Land Conservation Incent

on
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Guess what's right around the corner? Don’t worry. Opacum Land Trust has
special gift memberships available, visitvw.opacumlt.org for a
printable membership form, or contact the OLT affic

Thank you for keeping your membership up to date!

st

Walking WeekendS 2006

for a complete list of Walking WeekendS eventi, vis
www.thelastgreenvalley.org

Sunday, October 15, 2006

East Brookfield, MA
9:00am - Noon

High Rocks offers a cascade of boulders, some aftwinave

formed caves and other phenomena. There are wahdéetas
on this difficult 3 1/2-hr. hike. Due to the areatplogical sen-
sitivity, participation is strictly limited to thérst 15 physically-

fit adults who register. Call (508) 347-9144 or aiim

opacumlt@charter.net . Please leave name, phonberand
be prepared to sign a hold-harmless waiver on flaatk. You
will be contacted with directions to meeting site®pacum
Land Trust. First- come first-served basis,reqgister earlyNo

children under 12; must be accompanied by parahtéso

sign waiver.

*

Opacum Land Trust is an
all-volunteer, non-profit
conservation organization.
Founded in 2000, our mis-
sion is to conserve, protect
and preserve, in their natu-
ral condition, the lands and
waters of South Central
Massachusetts for the
benefit of present and fu-
ture generations. All do-
nations are fully tax de-
ductible, annual member-
ships start at $25. For
more information, call
(508) 347-9144 or visit
www.opacumlt.org

Hitchcock Free Academy
Brown Baggers

Friday, November 17 *

Bring your lunch & join us Noon- 1:00pm
Presentation from 1:00-2:00pm

While it's a slightly unseasonal topic (vernal ikatin word
that means spring), this powerpoint presentatidhimtroduce
you to the fabulous denizens of these ephemerdtdtsib Learn
about unique amphibians, such as the Marbled Saldena
Ambystoma opacurthe namesake of Opacum Land Trust.
Why are vernal pools important? Where do they g¢isap to?

Presented by Jennifer Ohop, Volunteer Vice Presioen
Opacum Land Trust & Staff Naturalist at the NoszraVildlife
Sanctuary. For more information about the HitchcAckd-
emy, visit www.hitchcockacademy.org or call 413-838%/7



