non-motorized boats onto Morse Pond is located on
Route 169 just north of the state line.

Ms. Claire J. Birtz was an art teacher in the
Southbridge school system for many years. Upon her
death in February 2000, at the age of 92, MszBirt
bequeathed a gift to Southbridge for beautificatbn
the town. One way her gift could be used was fer th
acquisition of land to protect habitat for wildlifigls.
Birtz supported various conservation organizations
during her lifetime. The Claire Birtz Wildlife Satue
ary exemplifies her passion for wildlife and nature
and was possible through the successful partnership
between Opacum Land Trust, The Trustees of the
Claire Birtz Estate and The Town of Southbridge. |
keeping with Ms. Birtz's wishes, the property issop
to the public for activities that bring people @do$o
nature, such as bird-watching, hiking, paintingvar
ing, and kayaking.

This photo of Ms. Birtz is from the 1957 Editiof
The Crimson & Graythe yearbook from
Southbridge’s Mary E.
Wells High School. He
influence in the school
has had a lasting effec
Opacum has received
several notes from for-
mer students, near ang
far, who remember her
kind ways and artful
expression.

The Claire Birtz
Wildlife Sanctuary is a
headwater for the Woodstock and Putnam, Connecti-
cut watershed systems. It provides habitat for aa
common species, and is here for everyone to enjoy.

Ms. Claire J. Birtz

Please do not litter. Rules and regulatiors ar
posted at the kiosks. If there is something tlesids
attention, please contact Opacum Land Trust.

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribu
tions toward the work of Opacum Land Trust, or are
interested in volunteer opportunities, visit ourbxe
site: www.opacumlt.org or call 508-347-9144

Opacum Land Trust is a regional, all-volunteer
ganization formed in 2000 to conserve natural and ¢
tural resources in South Central Massachusettesé'h
non-renewable resources include:

Historic and prehistoric sites

Fertile farmland

Lush green forests

River corridors

Wetlands and watersheds

Vernal pools

Scenic vistas

Habitat for endangered animals and plants

Our aim is to preserve the New England charm
and rural character of our communities, promote
proactive conservation, and to create greenways
and wildlife corridors.

Your membership is vital to our success. To
become a member, or for information about upcoming
events and conservation projects, visit us on4dine
www.opacumilt.org or call 508-347-9144.

Opacum Land Trust
P.O. Box 233
Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone/Fax: 508-347-9144
www.opacumlt.org

Opacum Land Trust is a 501(c)3 non-profit orgarizat
All donations are tax deductible

Southbridge, Massachusetts

The Claire Birtz Wildlife Sanctuary is 116
acres of beautiful New England countryside.
Habitats you will observe here include upland
hardwood forest, a red maple swamp, and vernal
pools, as well as the Sanctuary’s most striking fea
ture: Morse Pond, 40 acres in size, and the adjacen
five acre freshwater marsh. Tucked away on the
west side of Route 169, the view of the pond and
hillside are dynamic and stunning through the sea-
sons from this Designated Scenic Byway at the
Southbridge, Massachusetts & Woodstock, Con-
necticut state line.

The trailhead is located on Tipton Rock Road.
There are a total of one and a half miles of hiking
trails that wind along the shore of Morse Pond,
through stands of beech and hemlock, and along
old stone walls. A small parking area for launching



Trailhead & Parking

: ck Rd.
Tipton Rock Road Tipton RO

From Trailhead, via blue trail... Cattail Marsh

...to Yellow Trail - 0.29 mi
...to Morse Pond Trail - 0.46 mi

Total Trail Distance
Blue Trail - 0.64 mi
Yellow Trail 0.5 mi
Morse Pond Trail - 0.41 mi

Blue Trail

250 feet

Yellow Trail

Morse Pond Trail
follow white blazes

Directions to the Claire Birtz
Wildlife Sanctuary: From East
Main Street (Routes 131 & 169
in Southbridge, follow Route 169
(North Woodstock Road) south
for approx. 2.3 miles. Turn rigH
onto Tipton Rock Road, the trail
head is about 1/4 mile on the lgft.
Parking for non-motorized boat|
use is 1/2 mile south of the Tip;
ton Rock Road intersection, on
Route 169 near the state line.

—

Morse Pond

Parking & Access to
Morse Pond for
non-motorized boats

This land was preserved through a successful pestip between Opacum Land Trust,
the Trustees of The Claire Birtz Estate and thermofaSouthbridge.




