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Thursday, December 22 -- 3:30 pm

Trail Head, Tipton Rock Road, Southbrid
rafl fiead, Tipton Rock Road, southbridge Thursday, February 16, 2012 - 6:30 — 8:30 pm

See description on our back page! Hitchcock Academy, Brimfield
o - The Opacum region is rich in Native American artifacts.
e T © Signs of the way they used the land can still be found
but our current use of the same is endangering this his-
Thursday, January 26, 2012 - 6:30 — 8:30 pm tory and the important stories that they tell. Join us this
West Brookfield Public Library evening to hear Joe Craig speak about Native Ameri-

cans and share artifacts he’s found over the years, as
well as the way these items were made and how they
were discovered. Joe is an excellent storyteller who
illustrates his adventures growing up in the area and
travels in search of artifacts. In addition to protecting
The new Massachusetts state income tax credit for ~ land for wildlife, Opacum Land Trust also works to pre-
land conservation (see article inside). serve sites of cultural significance and has much in
common with Native American culture, including a
shared love and respect for the land, flora and fauna.

Your woods are valuabkes woods A Woods Forum
brings landowners together to learn from one another,
share experiences and advice, and meet local experts.
Topics covered will include:

Can you reduce your tax burden using Chapter
61B? Landowners of 5 or more contiguous acres inter-

ested in maintaining the land in a mOStly natural, wild $5 Suggested donation’ proceeds to benefit Opacum

or open condition may be eligible. Assessment of for- | and Trust & Hitchcock Academy. Please let us know
estland under Ch. 61B is 25% of the current assessed if you plan on attending by calling 508-347-9144.

value of the land; public access or forest management is
not required. I " H

Do you need help paying for your Forest Manage- $ % & I

ment Plan? The Natural Resources Conservation

Service and the MA Department of Conservation &  Thursday, March 29, 2012 - 6:30 — 8:30 pm
Recreation can help you pay for forest management  Fins & Tales, 858 Main Street, Southbridge

lans and on-the-ground stewardship activities. .
P g P Celebrate Opacum’s twelfth year with volunteers and

Please join us to discuss these and other opportunities friends who support YOUR local land trust! Enjoy deli-
for your land. Refreshments will be provided. cious bites from the Fins menu, cash bar, live entertain-
Please RSVP to Tyler Van FleetCoordinator for the ~ Ment, fabulous door prizes and of course, great com-
MassConn Sustainable Forest Partnership via email: Pany. All are welcome, whether you've been a member
Tyler.VanFleet@gmail.corar call 207-939-7674 since the beginning or are interested in learning what
Woods Forum Sponsored by MassConn Sustainable the Opacum is all about. Please let us know if you plan
Forest Partnership & UMass Extension on attending by calling 508-347-9144.
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Friday, April 6 -- 6:00 pm
Trail Head, Tipton Rock Road, Southbridge

A naturalist-led hike through the woods of the Birtz

Sanctuary as the sun sets and the moon graces the edst-

ern sky. This is the second of a series of walks Opacuip
is offering here to relish the changing seasons. Sunset
is at 7:28 pm and the Moon is full tonight!

We will meet at the trailhead on Tipton Rock Road at
6:00 pm. Bring your family, friends, and neighbors.
Members are free, $5 for non-members. For more info
call 508-347-9144 or e-mail info@opacumlt.org.

Sunday, May 20, 2012
8:00 am to noon

Watch for more details as we start to gather up trees,
shrubs and perennials for our annual celebration of
planting season. Keep us in mind as you start to un-
cover your own overgrown flowerbeds.

)




| have been a member of the land trust for many years and | am very excited
and pleased to be asked to join the board of the Opacum Land Trust. | am
currently working as a Forester for the Mass Department of Conservation

and Recreation’s Asian Long-horned Beetle Reforestation Program. The
program’s goal is to create jobs while rebuilding the urban forests canopy due
to the removal of trees infected with the invasive beetle. | have also worked
for the Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary and ran the landscape design department
of a western Mass garden center.

| was educated at Springfield Technical Community College and recaivAdsociates in Landscape De-
sign and Management Technologies as well as a scholarship to UMASS Amitenestl wworked towards
and received a Bachelor’s in Natural Resource Studies with a minor in Forésitgyintend to utilize

my background for the benefit of Opacum and all it affects. Thanks to all favahigerful opportunity.

When removing debris from trails, whether it is growth within the debris, and the piles are excellent
from the October snowstorm or one that hasn’t hit habitat for wildlife. On woods roads with stone

yet, it is important to do so in a manner that resultswalls, debris should be placed on the back side of
in a path that is safe and appropriate to the size andtone walls rather than on or in front of them.

use of the trail. Opacum offers both single track  This helps keep such historic features viewable
trails and wood roads for use, and our goal isto  and intact.

have all debris and brush
work, for general
maintenance or for storm
cleanup, done in a
consistent manner.

The trail should be cleared
to its original size and
debris should not be
thrown or kicked to the
side. Instead, it should be
placed away from trail
edges in small piles where

. . Example of What Not To Do: Good Trail Clearing: This is the same area
Op?mngs exist along the A trail user hacked the end of this fallen that has been properly cleared. Branches
trail. This method keeps  branch only wide enough for their conven- and the main stem have been moved away

i it ience and left the branches on the path. More  from path of trail. Work was accomplished
the tral open by I|m|t|ng work has to be done to make the trail safe for  with only brush clippers. Small leaners and
areas for future edge others. branches may still need to be removed, but

the path is clear and safe for all users.



Land and Water Conservation
The Massachusetts Historical Fund: No Funding. The Land
Commission’s (MHC) review of and Water Conservation Fund
projects that have an adverse effect(LWCF) is a federal program
on historic properties that are in ~ created in 1965 to safeguard
MHC'’s inventory but not yet listed
in the State Register of Historic
Places. State Senate 2053 would
permit the project proponent to
ignore MHC'’s recommendations
for preservation or mitigation of
historical buildings, districts or
sites and would be retroactive to
any previous project reviews. The
bill is in the Joint Committee on
State Administration and
Regulatory Oversight. Concerns

On the chopping block:

our cultural heritage, and to

efforts to acquire and protect
national parks, national wildlife
trails, and BLM areas. LWCF

grants to states support the
acquisition and development of

about this should be directed to the State and local parks and recrea-
Senate Chair Kenneth J. Donnelly tional facilities. The program has

and House Chair Peter V. Kocot as been chronically under funded
well as your local state senator and leading to a number of missed
representative. opportunities for investing in

. ., important areas. New legislation
See www.malegislature.gov to find (S.1265) has been filed in this

contact information. session of Congress and is now

pending before the U.S. Senate.

This legislation would make a
permanent annual appropriation

natural areas, water resources and
provide recreation opportunities to
all Americans. The program works
in partnership with state and local

inholdings and expansions in our

refuges, national forests, national

and guarantee LWCF funding for
the future. This funding in the past
has provided Massachusetts with
over $185 million in federal
appropriations and state and local
matching grants for land
conservation and outdoor
recreation. The larger recipients
include the Cape Cod National
Seashore, Minuteman National
Historic Park, and the Silvio O.
Conte Fish and Wildlife Refuge.

Good News: The Blackstone

River Valley Greenway and the
Connecticut River have been
recognized as part of the America’s
Great Outdoors initiative. These
two Massachusetts projects have
been highlighted for their
successful promotion of conserva-
tion and outdoor recreation in ways
which reconnect Americans to the
natural world.

Are you a Massachusetts taxpayer considering permanently prg
tecting your land? There is a new Massachusetts state income {
credit for landowners who opt to conserve their land. By giving &
gift land or a conservation restriction to a land trust, a municipal
ity, or the state, a landowner can receive a credit of 50% of the
appraised value of the land, up to $50,000.

Eligible properties must be protected in perpetuity and in the pu
lic interest, including land valuable for drinking water supply,
wildlife habitat, agriculture, forestry, recreation, scenic vistas or
cultural sites.

For more information, contact Jennifer at Opacum Land Trust by
calling 508-347-9144 or info@opacumit.org
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On September 28, 2011, over 200 people gathered at the State
House to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Community
Preservation Act. Ten individuals who have been significant

contributors to the success of CPA during its first decade were
honored. Opacum Vice President Leslie Duthie, who also chairg
the Monson Community Preservation Committee, was one of thg
recipients.

CPA, The Community Preservation Act, is a way to protect
something that we all care about: the reasons we live where
we live. Whatever those reasons are, without the means to
support them (money) they can and do disappear.

Each community can vote to adopt CPA. This adds a
surcharge of up to 3% to property taxes (with exemptions).
This money is used locally, with projects being approved at
town meeting, to protect historical structures, purchase
conservation land, construct affordable housing and to
create recreational facilities. CPA funds are bolstered by
the state.

Find more information at www.communitypreservation.org

Without CPA, the town of Plymouth may not have been able
to restore the bell cast by Paul Revere. A number of towns
have restored their historic, yet aging, town halls.
Williamstown has renovated a vacant mill to create
affordable housing. Grafton acquired Ekblaw landing and

i o \ created a boat launch.

t S W‘“‘er 0 Of the thirteen towns Opacum serves, only two have passed
CPA: Monson and Sturbridge, both at 3%. While CPA is a
tool for towns to use, land trusts also play a role as

G properties that are purchased with CPA for open space
Q must have a conservation restriction put on them. An
\ example of this is the recently completed 165-acre Flynt

‘ a “. Quarry Project, a partnership between Opacum and the
‘o Wa Town of Monson.
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Opacum Land Trust is a non-profit conservation pizgtion. Founded in
2000, our mission is to conserve, protect and pvesé their natural condi-
tion, the lands and waters of South Central Masssgdts for the benefit of
present and future generations. All donationdahe tax deductible,
annual memberships start at $25.

For more information, please visit our website: wwwopacumit.org .

Thursday, December 22 -- 3:30 pm
Trail Head, Tipton Rock Road, Southbridge

Join us for this special walk! While the winter solstice actually
occurs just after midnight of the 21st, we thought a midnight hike
would have a poor turnout! From this day forward the days will once
again grow longer as the sun begins to march away from the tropic
of Capricorn towards the equator.

We will meet at the trailhead on Tipton Rock Road at 3:30 pm.
Bring your family, friends, and neighbors.

Members are free, $5 for non-members.

For more info, call 508-347-9144 or e-mail info@opacumit.org.

Original drawing by Clair Birtz- used with permission of the Birtz family.

Claire Birtz was an art teacher in the Southbridge schools for many years.
Upon her death in February 2000, at the age of 92, Ms. Birtz left a shining
example of generosity to her beloved community. This gift was used, in part,
by the Town, in cooperation with Opacum, to acquire the 116 acre Birtz Sanc-
tuary. We hope that when you see this beautiful property you will be inspired
by the generosity of Ms. Birtz, and consider making a year-end gift to
Opacum Land Trust.



