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Opacum Trails

at a Glance

Opacum Woods
Sturbridge, MA
Four miles of trails through vary
ing terrain and habitat. Join u
for an evening hike here Octob
17th (see page 4).

Claire Birtz Wildlife

Sanctuary
Southbridge, MA
Over one and a half miles of
trails along the shore of Morss
Pond. There is also a launch f
canoes and kayaks here.

Thompson Family

Forever Wild Preserve
Southbridge, MA

A one mile loop trail loaded with New Boston Road from Route 20 in Stur-
e, bridge (just east of the 131 intersection). Ta

clues to this property’s past us
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Go Take a Hike...On One of Opacum’s Trails!

The leaves begin to fall, the days are cool onto Old Brook Circle. Park at the Opacum
and the insects that “bug” you are not on the Woods sign at the end of the street. Opacum is
wing. Itis a great time of year to take a hike currently making plans to spruce up this trail-
and enjoy the beginning of autumn. Opacun head. We need some help! If you have ideas or
Land Trust’'s mission is to protect land, whict are willing to lend a hand, give us a call.
according to the Mass Audubon Society, is The Claire Birtz Wildlife Sanctuary is 15
being developed at a rate of over 40 acres a minutes away from the hustle and bustle of
day. One could say that a side effect of land downtown Southbridge. The property is 116
protection is the opportunity to provide trails acres, and includes Morse Pond. It is named

I' for everyone to use. Three of Opacum'’s pro after Claire Birtz, who was a teacher in

erties have trails:

Opacum Woodsis located five minutes
away from the Rt. 20 & 131 intersection in
Sturbridge. There are about four miles of
trails on this 266-acre property. The trails The trailhead is located on Tipton Rock
vary in difficulty, ranging from steep and Road. The trails wind along the shore of
rocky sections of the blue trail along Opacun Morse Pond and great scenery is around every
Pond to the wide, relatively flat Old Walker turn. There is a small parking area for launch-
Road. A favorite spot is the ancient rock she ing non-motorized boats onto Morse Pond on
ter along the southern edge of the blue trail. Route 169, just north of the state line.

Perry’s point is a short hike to the end of a To get to the Birtz Sanctuary, follow Route
peninsula. There are two geocaches on the 169 south towards Woodstock, CT. Turn right
property, those you will have to find yourself. onto Tipton Rock Road about 2.3 miles from
To get to Opacum Woods, head north on where Rt. 169 splits from Rt. 131. Park at the
trailhead, about 1/4 mile ahead on the left.
The Thompson Family Forever Wild Pre-
your fourth right, and then your second left serveis on Eastford Road (Rt. 198) in

...continued on page 3...

Southbridge for many years. Upon her passing,
Ms. Birtz left a sizeable sum to beautify the
town, and her generosity made the protection
of this land possible.

Conservation Tax Incentive Extended

A federal tax incentive for donors of conséimarestric-
tions has been extended through 2009. If you bawsidered
protecting your property, this legislation may biéngou by
allowing a deduction of up to 50% of your adjustedss in-
come on your federal taxes. You can carry thatdgoh for-
ward for up to 16 years. If the majority of yoncome comes
from farming or forestry, you are allowed a tax detibn of
100% of your adjusted gross income over the 16 gedod.
After 2009, this incentive will expire and deducisowill revert
to their previous level: 30% of your adjusted griv&®me over
6 years.

A conservation restriction (or CR, also knoa@a conserva-
tion easement) is a legal agreement that permangmttects

the conservation values of a property. This lardgztion tool
is very flexible and is designed to fit your neetfu, as the
landowner, continue to own and use your propertycan sell
or pass it on to your heirs. Future owners arentida the
terms of the CR. The holder of the CR is respdedir mak-
ing sure the terms of the CR are upheld.

Donating a conservation restriction is a smeay to protect
the land you love while retaining ownership. Ttais incentive
could help you, and it can certainly help Opacumee its
goals. Remember, the incentive expires at theof2009!

For more information, please call Jennifer or Leesli 508-347-
9144 or e-mail info@opacumit.org.



Opacum Land Trust — 2008 CreateAthon Winner

Opacum Land Trust is excited (okay, we"
ecstatic!) to announce that we have been se
lected as one of Smith & Jones’ (Sturbridge
MA; www.smithnjones.com) 2008 Cre-
ateAthon recipients. What does this mean?
means that Opacum will be the beneficiary ¢ .
Smith & Jones’ talents during a 24-hour desi =~ =
blitz. Specifically, Opacum will be receiving a
new logo, new brochure, and an overall “re-
branding” of our identity! This is most exciting e value of
these services far exceeds what Opacum could Hforded
out of its own coffers.

Smith & Jones has been involved in CreateAtfinoe
2003, when it joined other agencies and the evémtisders,
RIGGS, of South Carolina, in a nationwide all-owriketing
and creative services extravaganza. Smith & Janemtably,
the only New England agency that participates i philan-
thropic annual event. During a 24-hour period, 8r&itJones
will devote its entire staff to working nonstop awariety of

Environmental Bond Passes

On August 14, Governor Patrick signed the 2BAgiron-
mental Bond, providing the capital resources neddgutotect
open space, improve water and air quality, repadrraaintain
public parks, increase energy efficiency, suppartagricul-
tural resources, and much more. You can read nimretahe
Environmental Bond atww.envirobond.org

How does the Environmental Bond help Opacut® mis-
sion is to protect land. The bond money funds o such
as the Agricultural Preservation Restriction (ARt keeps
farmlands in farming; LAND, or Local Acquisition fdNatural
Diversity (formerly called Self Help), which is fdimg avail-
able to communities that have an open space plplage; and
allows state agencies such as the Dept. of Cortsané& Rec-
reation and Division of Fish & Wildlife to purchapeoperty.
We know that protecting land is only half the attSteward-
ship is essential, and the Environmental Bond kedgoses like
Wells State Park in Sturbridge up to snuff. Wiileney may
not flow directly through Opacum, this bond isiimel with our
mission of protecting land.

The bond also includes a state income taxitdi@dand-
owners who donate qualifying conservation or agdical land
to a municipality, the state, or a nonprofit susiOpacum.
This credit will become effective in January, 20Ihe Gover-
nor sent this back to the Legislature with a $2iarilper year
cap, and it now awaits legislative approval. Tineentive is a
great complement to the capital funds providedheyBEnviron-
mental Bond, and will enhance and expand the ghdipre-
serve natural areas.

Thanks to all of you for your support in passthis impor-
tant bill to protect our natural resources!

marketing and creative projects for eight non-
profits in the central MA area.

Opacum recently met with the primary
creative team at Smith & Jones to develop a
vision for who Opacum is within our 13-town
region and how we can best further out mis-

sion, spread our message, share our thoughts,

friends.

As all of you know, Opacum has been on a jeyrdevel-
oping, and now implementing, our Strategic Planw&d, we
have had a restructuring of volunteers within thgaaization.
And, there are many exciting projects on the horizdl of this
has led Opacum to a new and exciting place. 1bi8 time to
emerge from the cocoon, spread our wings and fgaehing
new heights and setting our sights higher and higBeay
tuned as we will be unveiling the new Opacum indbming
weeks!

Tip Top Country Store, 7 Central St. in Brookfield, for do-

nating the refreshments for Opacum’s annual meeaitirtalso
for donating 1% of your sales to Opacum duringrtieaths of
July & August.

Wild Bird Crossing, corner of Cedar St. & Rt. 20 in Stur-
bridge, for donating the super prizes for the ahmeseting:

Judy Sessler won the Brunton Lite Tech 8x30 birasuand 3
$10 gift certificate; Elaine Lengowski won the Bidng Iden
tifier and a $5 gift certificate; and Jim Zavistoslon the 10 Ih
bag of Sanctuary Seed.

Hitchcock Academy, Rt. 20 in Brimfield, for use of the audif
torium for Opacum’s annual meeting.

Plant Sale Volunteers:You make it happen! Evelyn Duthig
Carol Ehrling, Leslie Duthie, Harrison Morin, ViniNor-

mand, Felecia & Mike Andre, Kim Defoe, Melissa Dame
Howie Fife, Alan Smith, Jenn Morrison, Jen Ohop] &WS.

Plant Sale ShoppersHope to see you next year!

Trail Volunteers & Property Stewards: You know who you
are. Keep up the GREAT work! Extra kudos to SBathoit
and Tom Ayou. You guys rock!

Opacum Members & Friends: Your support is essential no
only to land protection, but in keeping the lanckatly pro-
tected clean and beautiful.

Plant Survey Volunteers:Excellent job!

and directly communicate with our members and






OPACUM Membership News

Dear Good Folks,

The Board of Opacum Land Trust has revisited ounbership structure, and has made some changegthatill
be seeing as your membership renewal letters arug aim has been to minimize administrative saehkd record
keeping for the organization and members alike vamére happy to have maintained a discount lerebéniors
while instituting a Junior/Student membership ad.we

Beginning with your next renewal letter, the foliowy structure will appear:

Individual Membership $25 or more annually
Family Membership $40 or more annually
Junior/Student Membership $20 or more annually
Senior Membership $20 or more annually
PAWS Pet Membership $30 or more annually
Business Membership............ccccceee oo s oo 360 OF more annually

Most importantly, of course, your membership in @pa Land Trust insures
continuing efforts in protecting natural and cudtiuresources in your neighborhood - Southwesterncééber and
Southeastern Hampden Counties, and provides caocidihat you are contributing to the maintenanddisf
beautiful area for your family and future genenasio In addition, your membership brings:

Subscription to our (somewhat) quarterly newsldjpaper or electronic)
Updates on Opacum conservation projects

Invitations to seasonal walks, public lectures atfebr events of interest
Opportunity to work on Opacum committees

Have you forgotten us? We hope not!

You may have recently received a reminder letter abut a lapsed membershipOn behalf of the Board of
Directors of Opacum Land Trust, we thank you fouaryprevious support of this organization. We hagygecan
count on your continuing support now, as we reaghtmpast members who have drifted away throughtbnths.

Please remember we count on membership dues fatayuio day operations, and that we are as leaarabe,
with a fully volunteer Board, and only one vergrt time administrator.

"#$%%

That very part time administrator is Anne RenaudeX) who has been with Opacum since early this y8ae of the most
important duties Anne has taken on is that of mesfiiie coordinator. She has been working diligetdlpverhaul our database
so that we can better communicate with you, our lnegsnand supporters. Thanks, Anne, and keep ujatitastic work!




Land and Water License Plate

You may have seen them on the car in frontoef yrhe
Right Whale, The Brook Trout, or the Blackstonel&ial
Mill. The tax-deductible contributions made to aibtthese
specialty plates has generated revenues of monebtta mil-
lion to date for water protection initiatives in Bachusetts.

The “Land and Water” plate is The Massachad&tviron-
mental Trust's newest license plate campaign. dedsfrom
the sale of these plates will be dedicated to tugiigition,
stewardship and restoration of land affecting 9,00@s of
streams and rivers, 1,100 lakes and ponds andlgs@® miles
of coastline.

Other license plate programs have demonstthtacplate
sales can be a stable and sustainable sourcedififunBy
purchasing this plate, you are showing your supfoortand
conservation in Massachusetts. Opacum Land Tasstdy
ceived grant money from the Massachusetts Envirotethe
Trust in the past, and the success of this campaiigallow
more and much needed opportunities for grant fumpétiom
this organization

Here’s the catch:The Registry of Motor Vehicles require
3,000 plates to be pre-ordered and held with $4@kdhsent in
advance before they will put this plate into praitut Once
3,000 checks are received, they will cash themsduipl the
plates to the vehicle owners. If the 3,000 platesnot sold in
a year, they return the checks. For more inforomagibout the
Land and Water Plate, visitww.MassLandAndWater.infor
call 617-626-1045. When you reserve your platekersure
you tell them Opacum Land Trust sent you!

... From page 1

Take a Hike

Southbridge, on the right if you are heading intm@ecticut,
just past the intersection with Dennison Drive.eTtail begins
across the old field (look for the blue blazespsses a small
wetland and then climbs to where the loop trailibegnd
ends. Going to the left, you pass by a woodlaral pimiden in
the laurels. The trail turns right and followstare wall down
a steep hill to a beaver pond. Skirting the edge@pond, the
trail turns right and intersects with an accessl ifoa the
Southbridge Water Supply. The trail follows thigd briefly,
then turns right into the hemlock forest and bacthe begin-
ning, and end, of the loop. Opacum is working oprioning
the parking at this site; right now, please parkhenside of the
road at the sign.

Trail maps are available at each propertyaadbe printed
from our website (www.opacumlt.org). Please folline rules
and if there is something that needs attentiorydetnow.
Enjoy!

Botanical Survey Continues
at Opacum Woods

This summer, Ted Elliman of the New Englanddfibwer
Society and numerous volunteers have been seartttengilds
of Opacum Woods in Sturbridge for rare plants, plavaders,
and opportunities to manage the less common haluifahis
266-acre preserve located in Sturbridge.

Opacum has good news[to
share with you about this
interesting project. First of
all a healthy, well-distributed
population of a rare buttercyp
(Ranunculus pensylvanigys
was discovered in some of
the wetlands at Opacum
Woods. This species is listed
as threatened in Massachu-
setts. The best news is that
there are very few non-natiyi
invasive plant species found
at Opacum Woods.

Monday, September 2
will be the last survey date for this project. Ted will be lead-
ing people over to the west side of Opacum Woodsak for
other reported rare species, such as climbing amnitThis
date was originally planned as an invasive remdagl “You
know, there is only one substantial invasive pojtethat we
found, and that is the Phragmities (Common Reetharbea-
ver swamp.” stated Ted. Due to the time neededefaew by
both the local conservation commission and the fdatderi-
tage program, the Phragmities will not be remowvedhis date.

Through this survey, Opacum is aware of tlesg@nce of
other invasive species. A few barberry, multiflooge, and a
clump of bittersweet are on the site, but nothathreatening
the overall health of the ecosystem at Opacum W.odéds
though these plants should be removed, Opacumisipdad,
and his volunteers have decided to comb the stestmees of
the west side of the property and the cart pattwknas Old
Walker Road on the 22nd, seeking more unusual epeéteo-
ple interested in going out with Ted should meeghatAmeri-
can Motor Lodge in Sturbridge, located on the cooidNew
Boston Road and Rt. 20, at 10am on Monday, Septepie
Bring your favorite wildflower field guide, luncimsect repel-
lent and sun screen.

The information collected this summer will ti@mpiled and
presented to Opacum members and friends, volundeersth-
ers interested in what was found during the suniRgcom-
mendations on ways Opacum can protect the rar¢ ghe@cies
and keep invasive plants from spreading will alsartziuded.
This will take place in early November.

Opacum would like to give a big “Thank You” to tlle vol-
unteers who donated their time and interest inghigect; to
Ted Elliman and New England Wildflower; and to tirant
makers that made this possible: Mass Land Trusliti@oa
Franklin Land Trust and Mount Grace Land Conseovati
Trust.

o

Ranunculus pensylvanicus
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Opacum Land Trust

PO Box 233

Sturbridge, Mass. 01566
(508) 347-9144
www.opacumlt.org

Save a tree— read digitally!
If you would prefer your newsletter
delivered into your inbox, send a note to:
news@opacumlt.org

Opacum Land Trust is a non-profit conservation piziion. Founded in 2000, our mission is to conseprotect and pre-
serve, in their natural condition, the lands antewsmof South Central Massachusetts for the beokfitesent and future
generations. All donations are fully tax dedu@jl@nnual memberships start at $25. For morenrdton, please visit our
website: www.opacumlt.org

Opacum Land Trust’s “Walktober” Events

Saturday, October 4th Friday, October 17th

9:00am 6:00 PM
Raindate: Sunday October 5th

History & Mystery

at Opacum Woods
Sturbridge, MA

High Rocks Adventure
East Brookfield, MA

This is not your ordinary hike. High Rocks is a wenof an-

cient glacial activity, including slides, caves dadtastic A sunset walk to explore the history and myster@pacum
views, especially in autumn. This is a difficuiké, and pre- Woods, a conservation property of the Opacum LanstT

registration is required. Limit of 10 people. fapants must ~ Call 508-347-9144 to let us know you are comingg-onail

sign a waiver on the day of the walk. Call 508-34724 or e- info@opacumlt.orgWalk #53 on Walktober brochure)

mail info@opacumlt.orgWalk #1 on Walktober brochure)

Great Outdoor Opportunities During October!

Are you wondering what, exactly, “Walktober” isdrierly called Walking Weekends, Walktober is a
collection of free guided hikes, strolls, ridesdgkes and programs offered throughout the Last iGvés-
ley. The Quinebaug-Shetucket Rivers Valley Natidteritage Corridor is the “last green valley” tmet
urban sprawl of the East Coast. They have beabiaing the beauty, history and treasures ofates,
made up of 35 towns in northeast Connecticut andtsGentral Massachusetts, through this eventifgrte
een years. This year, there are over 100 evestésilin the Walktober Brochure. Visit
www.thelastgreenvalley.org or call The Last Greelléy at 860-963-7726 for your copy.



